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Government is responsible 
to house the homeless 
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Global water 
struggle is pivotal 
to shaping 
our future 


The American people have been 
taught to think that the lack of access to 
clean and safe, affordable water was 
only a problem for the poorest people 
of other nations. Today we are getting a 
wake up call. All across the United 
States, municipal water systems are be¬ 
ing privatized, bought up by global cor¬ 
porations, turning one of our last 
remaining and most vital public re¬ 
sources into a profit-making commodi¬ 
ty. This is globalization coming home. 

From Florida to Washington state, 
from Maine to California and every¬ 
where in between, towns, cities and 
county governments are caving in to the 
privatization schemes of global corpo¬ 
rations, with their elected officials — 
Democrats and Republicans alike — 
paving the way. These corporations 
have our public officials doing their 
bidding. They are selling their corpo¬ 
rate wares and false promises of privati¬ 
zation. 

In a recent survey, 200 mayors of 
large and small cities said they would 
consider water privatization if they 
could see budget savings. And the fed¬ 
eral government is applying privatiza¬ 


tion pressure from the top by denying 
federal money, even loan money, to 
government agencies at the local level 
to improve their water systems. The ef¬ 
fects of the federal government’s actions 
are being felt all the way down to the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors, through its 
Urban Water Council, which has be¬ 
come a feeding frenzy for global corpo¬ 
rations looking to make sure that 
nothing is left in the public’s hands, in¬ 
cluding clean and safe, affordable water. 

The results are alarming. People in 
communities all across the United 


Water is the most basic 
and vital natural resource 
needed by humankind. 

Its common ownership 
is vital to human life 
itself. We need to build 
a powerful political 
movement to nationalize 
all of our natural and 
public resources. 





Protest against water shutoffs, Highland Park, Michigan. 


States are being priced out of our most 
basic, life-or-death resource, such as in 
the Detroit, Michigan area, where 
45,000 households have had their water 
shut-off by the water company that is 
privately managed. Or in places like 
Felton, California, where residents saw 
their rates go though the roof, illustrat¬ 
ed by the story of a woman there who 
runs a facility that services the poor in 
the community, who saw her water bill 
increase from $250 to $1250 a month. 

Reaction against and resistance to 
water privatization is cropping up in 
communities across the country. These 
struggles are important and must grow. 
However, they are scattered, unconnect¬ 
ed and isolated from each other because 
they remain locally focused and mostly 
defensive. We need to connect up 


across the nation and go on the offen¬ 
sive, to safeguard our commonly owned 
public water by running these corporate 
water thieves and their political cronies 
out of every meeting, in every city and 
town across the land. 

Water is the most basic and vital nat¬ 
ural resource needed by humankind. Its 
common ownership is vital to human 
life itself. We need to build a powerful 
political movement to nationalize all of 
our natural and public resources and 
join with others around the globe, who 
are engaged in the same life and death 
struggles. This is a step towards ulti¬ 
mately creating a new, commonly 
owned and cooperative society, where 
the overwhelming abundance that is be¬ 
ing produced is shared by all. 
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The government is responsible 
to house the homeless 


COVER STORY 


Homelessness continues to skyrocket 
in our country. It is the worst expression 
of the poverty being produced by a fail¬ 
ing market economy. It is time for the 
government to outlaw homelessness — 
rather than the homeless — and take re¬ 
sponsibility for guaranteeing that every¬ 
one has a home. 

Yet the government seems to be 
headed in the other direction. Federal 
spending for public housing has fallen 
drastically over the past 30 years. In At¬ 
lanta, the city is planning to demolish 
thousands of public housing units and 
displace nearly 10,000 people. In 
Louisiana, every level of government 
continues to make clear it has no plans 
to house the poor who lost what little 
they had in Katrina. In Fresno, Califor¬ 
nia, and elsewhere, tent cities erected 
by the homeless are attacked and dis¬ 
mantled by the police. In St. Petersburg, 
Florida, the homeless are herded into a 
city-run tent encampment where they 
are photographed, given identity 
bracelets and made to pass through po¬ 
lice check points — in other words, 
they are in an outdoor prison. Are con¬ 
centration camps next? 

We, the people, must stand uncondi¬ 
tionally on the side of the homeless, and 
demand that the government, acting as 
society’s representative, provide hous¬ 
ing — not shelter beds, not tents, not 
jail cells, but housing — for the home¬ 
less. If the market economy cannot pro¬ 
vide homes for all of us, then the 
government must do so. 

Other countries have done this. Scot¬ 
land has created an enforceable right to 
housing, and France is moving in this 



St. Bernards Housing Project residents broke through a fence and returned to reclaim their homes in New Orleans 
recently. photo/logan price 


direction. We have plenty of wealth as a 
society to house everyone. There is 
plenty of housing. In fact, the U.S gov¬ 
ernment owns millions of vacant hous¬ 
ing units. So, why is anyone homeless? 


Homelessness is the end result of a 
market economy that will not provide 
anything for those whose labor is no 
longer needed in an increasingly auto¬ 
mated system of production. People are 



becoming homeless because workers 
are losing their jobs to high technology. 
Having no job in a market economy 
means you can end up homeless, even 
though there is plenty of housing. The 
law of private property, upon which this 
system is based, will not allow for any¬ 
one to get something for nothing. 

We come together in a human society 
to take care of one another’s needs. If 
not for this, then what is society for? 
How can we stand by while our broth¬ 
ers and sisters are homeless? We have 
the money and resources. We just have 
to force the government to do what is 
right — provide a home for everyone 
who needs one. 


Homeless encampment, Fresno, California. 
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Help keep the 
People’s Tribune 
in color! 

Your donations are needed! 

It costs from $1,800 to $2,000 to 
print and mail the paper each month. 
We have no paid staff; all labor is 
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our readers. 
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Fighting for 
our youth 

By Rev. Dennis Segall 

Two ministers have traveled our land 
showing how our children are being 
hurt nation-wide by the system in place 
to help and rehabilitate them. Accord¬ 
ing to them, Missouri and Delaware are 
the only two states that genuinely reha¬ 
bilitate their youth. 

Why do our youth quite often com¬ 
mit a misdemeanor by giving an alias? 
The answer is simple, to cover up the 
fact that they committed some wrong 
act under their name. 

When HRS was in hot water, they 
changed their name. I walk through the 
halls of W. T. Edwards, the name given 
to the new DJJ building in Tampa, 
Florida (also the name for the old HRS 
building in Tampa). The building hadn’t 
changed. I noticed the names upon the 
doors — Larry Lumpy, and others — 
my gosh, the names were the same. I 
waited a while to ascertain if the chil¬ 
dren were still being routinely abused in 
their programs. They were. So what had 
changed? The name changed, to cover 
up the not so innocent. 

Recently a group of us took a group 
of youth to Tallahassee. The objective 
was to try to fight for at-risk youth in 
Florida. A boy had just been murdered 
in plain view of the whole world, and 
what was amazing was that many of the 
people that were involved in the boot 
camp, including the nurse, looked on, 
as if this were an act that happened rou¬ 
tinely. Unfortunately, it was. But most 
youth had the decency to stay alive. 

We spoke to a representative from 
Miami, Gus Bareiro. We found him to 


be a decent, caring man. He listened 
and promised to act. He did act, but did 
not quite understand the criminal mind¬ 
set of our state institutions. First, we 
spoke to him concerning the closure of 
all boot camps. Second, we wanted an 
oversight committee that could go into 
any program unannounced to guard our 
kids from abuse. However, every time 
we feel we have scored a victory in as¬ 
sisting youth to get the help they need, 
we are faced with the system just 
changing names. 

Yes, the boot camps have been closed. 
We notice, however, that one of the for¬ 
mer boot camps is now called “The Sher¬ 
iffs Training and Respect Program.” The 
program has a commander and a captain 


just like the old boot camps. It seems that 
only the name has been changed to pro¬ 
tect the guilty, and a boy passing through 
the camp is now dead. If we were only 
speaking of boot camps, the ministers 
producing the film may not be as shocked 
at Florida’s juvenile system, but unfortu¬ 
nately abuse is rife against our youth. 

In a program in south Florida a coun¬ 
selor knocked out a boy. He spoke 
against the counselor’s mother. In a pro¬ 
gram in central Florida beatings behind 
the building happened daily. And when a 
mother saw bruises on her son she was 
warned not to call the abuse hotline. Her 
visiting rights were illegally taken. A 
young boy at Eckerd Youth Ranch was 
knocked unconscious when he left the 


school classroom. He asked the abuse 
hotline, and had a “battery on a LEO” 
charge placed on him. For this charge he 
was made an adult and at a young age, 
sent to adult prison, where he spent much 
of his time being raped. His life was ru¬ 
ined. And what of the oversight commit¬ 
tees? The system jumped on the idea, and 
sent their people to supervise their pro¬ 
grams. Nothing ever changes (except 
names). And our youth still die, or be¬ 
come emotionally destroyed at the hands 
of a system set up to rehabilitate them. 

There are so many more things that 
could be spoken of that a book couldn’t 
hold them. But suffice it to say, if we 
do not rise up to save our children we 
will continue losing them. 


Angry customers unite against energy company 



By Pastor Mary Gault 

Battle Creek, MI. Angry citizens 
united together after their heating bills 
rose from $114 for 100 therms to $195 
in February of this year. Some of the 
most vulnerable residents said they 
lived without heat or had to turn down 
their heat to the low sixties and still 
struggled with their bills. The natural 
gas company, Semco Energy, Inc., 
when asked who gave them the authori¬ 
ty to change the rates before the end of 
a contract year, stated nobody, they just 


did it. Because the costs were so high in 
February and the following months, the 
social service agencies ran out of re¬ 
sources to help low income customers 
with their bills. That resulted in families 
living without heat in their homes. 

This May, those natural gas customers 
of Semco Energy formally organized 
themselves as the “Battle Creek Natural 
Gas Customers United, Inc.,” in an effort 
to fight unwarranted gas rate hikes. Their 
mission is to serve as a consumer advo¬ 
cacy and oversight organization for the 
Battle Creek natural gas customers. In 


March, three of those now serving as 
board members of the new organization 
attended the hearing on the rates increas¬ 
es in Lansing. Their presence stopped the 
automatic increases for the moment when 
it was pointed out that the Michigan Pub¬ 
lic Service Commission didn't have legal 
authorization to grant the increases. 
Presently we are waiting for dates for 
new hearings addressing out legal con¬ 
cerns. As advocates for the Battle Creek 
customers we plan on challenging the 
unauthorized rate increases and demand 
payment back including shut-off fees. 
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DEFEND 
HUMAN RIGHTS 


As we go to press, the U.S. Senate is considering an 
immigration "reform” bill. While it is still unclear what 
will actually pass, one thing is certain — the giant global 
corporations that have effectively become the government 
of our country intend to dictate an approach to immigration 
that will serve their interests. 


From the Editors 



Lilo Mancia breaks down while holding his son Josue. His wife was arrested 
by immigration police at a factory in New Bedford, Mass, recently. 
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But where do the interests of we, the 
people, lie? The answer is: our inter¬ 
ests lie in defending the human 
rights of all of us, regardless of na¬ 
tionality or immigration status. 

Every country is facing social and 
political problems connected to im¬ 
migration. The huge international 
migrations we are seeing today are 
rooted in the worldwide introduction 
of labor-replacing electronic tech¬ 
nology and globalization, which are 
creating an international production 
process based on an international 
market. Just as globalization is doing 
away with international barriers to 
the free flow of capital, labor is like¬ 
wise migrating to where the jobs are. 

Immigrants are under attack in 
many countries, including the U.S. 
The goal of this attack in the U.S. is 
clear: to divide the American people 
by isolating the immigrant. The cor¬ 
porations want to get one section of 
the people to support eliminating the 


civil liberties of immigrants, and in 
the process eliminate everyone’s 
rights. 

Why? Because the global corpo¬ 
rations cannot promise a job or a 
safety net to anyone, documented or 
undocumented. Poverty and unem¬ 
ployment are increasing for all 
workers in our country, and people 
are beginning to question the system 
that is producing that poverty. The 
danger facing the corporations is that 
the people will unite, regardless of 
nationality, and a demand a society 
that will serve their needs, rather 
than the corporations’ needs. Thus 
we are witnessing an effort to isolate 
the immigrant as part of a drive to¬ 
ward outright fascism. 

There is no such thing as an “ille¬ 
gal” worker. This is not simply a 
fight for immigrant rights, as impor¬ 
tant as that is. It is a fight for the hu¬ 
man rights of every person on this 
earth. 


Hundreds take over L.A. mayor’s office and City Council to protest housing crisis 


By Barbara Planek 

In response to the continued and in¬ 
creasing housing crisis in Downtown 
Los Angeles and surrounding areas 
hundreds of people took to the streets, 
marching to City Hall and taking over 
the City Council and the Mayor’s office 
on March 25 in protest for affordable 
housing and lack of action by the re¬ 
spective offices. The march went from 
La Placita, Our City of Angels Church 
to City Hall. 

A smaller group entered early and 
opened the rear doors where the first 
flood entered. When those doors closed 
the front entrance was clogged by enter¬ 
ing protesters, blocking that entrance 
and stopping all City Hall business until 
the people’s demands were heard. 

Protestors filled City Council and the 
Mayor’s office, refusing to leave until 
the list of demands was heard. 

During the peaceful assembly, police 
made one arrest: 68-year-old Helen. Ap¬ 
parently police accused her of “resisting 
arrest,” though she was only waiting for 
her turn on the microphone to present 
demands to the Council. The people re¬ 
sponded by refusing to leave without her 
release and Councilmember Janice Hahn 
stood up and stated that if Helen was not 
released there would be two arrests that 
day, as she would be arrested also. Later 
Hahn said that she felt arresting a 68- 
year-old woman was a bit much. 


Outside, protestors continued to rally 
and picket with much support from 
passersby. The entire event lasted four 
hours, with the eventual release of He¬ 
len showing her injuries: bruising from 
her wrist to her elbow and bleeding 
where she was handcuffed. 

Agencies that participated included 
Housing LA, LA CAN, Lamp Commu¬ 
nity, Coalition LA, ACORN, East LA 
Community, Union De Vecinos, POW¬ 
ER, Homeless Health Care, and many 
others. 

The people had three demands and 
read them as follows: 

The City needs to take action to pro¬ 
tect thousands of families at risk of los¬ 
ing their housing. We are demanding that 
the city take action to protect Housing 
LA’s list of 100 buildings that are at risk 
due to the high likelihood of demolition 
or conversion, consistent harassment and 
illegal eviction attempts, or severe slum 
conditions. We demand action on these 
100 buildings within 100 days. 

The Mayor and each City Coun¬ 
cilmember must designate a point per¬ 
son on their staff who will be 
responsible for: 

• Working with tenants, Housing LA 
members, and relevant City depart¬ 
ments to ensure the problems at the 
100 buildings are resolved within 100 
days, including bi-weekly progress 
reports. 


• Working with tenants and 
Housing LA members after the 
initial 100-day period to en¬ 
sure tenant rights and housing 
violations are resolved proac¬ 
tively in the future. 

• Working with individual resi¬ 
dents to ensure that they don’t 
unjustly lose their homes. 

• The City Council and the 
Mayor need to move from 
studies to action and imple¬ 
ment our three housing policy 
priorities within six months: 

• Designate permanent, dedicat¬ 
ed source(s) of funding for the 
City’s Housing Trust Fund to 
ensure a minimum of $100 
million into the fund each year. 

• Preserve existing affordable 
housing by prohibiting condo 
conversions and passing a per¬ 
manent residential hotel pro¬ 
tection ordinance. 


• Enact a city wide mixed-in¬ 
come housing requirement, so 
that developers are required to 
include affordable units in all 
new housing throughout the 
City of Los Angeles. 

The event resulted in an agree¬ 
ment from the Mayor to meet with the 
people within one week to respond to 
the demands. 


Protesting the lack of affordable housing 
in Los Angeles. 

PHOTO/BARBARA PLANEK 
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Greetings to the 
U.S. Social Forum! 


From the People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


All roads lead to the South as thou¬ 
sands from across the country converge 
in Atlanta, Georgia, for the U. S. Social 
Forum on June 27. With participants 
representing movements fighting for 
health care, jobs, housing for all, for 
environmental justice, for legalization 
for immigrants, for justice along the 
Gulf Coast and New Orleans, and 
many others who are fighting to end 
poverty, the forum will be exploring 
how “another America is possible.” 

It is important that the USSF is 
convening in the South. The role of 
the South in shaping the politics of 
the nation has been a determining fac¬ 
tor in American society and in how 
the U. S. operates globally. For the 
decades leading up to the Civil War, 
the U. S. was in many respects a 
Southern nation. The slave power 
dominated the Congress, the White 
House and the Supreme Court. The 


South’s fascist history continues to in¬ 
fluence the country today. Policies of 
repression and globalization reflect a 
politics that was first developed in the 
South to guarantee wealth based on 
slave labor. As the South goes, so 
goes the Nation. 

On the other hand, the South today 
is a part of a globalized economy as 
immigrants driven by the desperation 
of poverty are coming by the millions. 
Production with robots and computers 
is permanently displacing workers, 
creating a global class of propertyless 
people whose labor is no longer need¬ 
ed and who in America are Black, 
White, Brown, Red and Yellow. And 
all united in an equality of poverty. 
This is why those who are gathering in 
Atlanta are so important. They are 
coming to give expression to a move¬ 
ment that can change the world. That 
is why the vision of “another” world, 
another America, another South, is 
possible, and this is why those attend¬ 
ing the Social Forum are so important. 


The People’s Tribune offers our 
pages as a vehicle for this movement, 
and as a voice for revolutionaries who 
seek to raise the consciousness of so¬ 
ciety. We are devoted to the proposi¬ 
tion that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house 
its people ought to be and will be 
changed. To that end, this paper is a 
tribune of the people, a means to 
bring them together, to create a vision 
of a better world, and a strategy to 
achieve it. Today, we find ourselves 
at a historic moment. Who will win 
— the capitalists or the growing mass 
of destitute people — will depend on 
winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

Share your stories, photos, art, 
thoughts, and contributions with the 
People’s Tribune! Order bundles of 
papers at 15 cents each to get out in 
your community. Call 800-691-6888, 
email pt@peoplestribune.org or visit 
us on the web at peoplestribune.org. 



Send the People’s Tribune your 
water stories and comments. 
Write PT, P.O. Box 3524, 
Chicago, IL 60654, or e-mail 
info@peoplestribune.org. 
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THEY’RE COMING 
TO GET 
YOUR WATER! 

By the People’s Tribune Staff 

The city of Detroit is sending out crews out to cut off the water to 4000 
more residences! This is on top of the 45,000 residences who have already 
had their water shut off. People cannot pay their bills because Detroit, once 
the auto capital of the world, is now economically devastated with the job 
loss and resulting poverty due 
to globalization and automa¬ 
tion of the auto industry. 

A community struggle 
against the efforts to privatize 
Detroit’s water has been go¬ 
ing on for years. The commu¬ 
nity put together a Water 
Affordability Plan that passed 
the City Council, but which 
has yet to be implemented. 

The City is refusing to imple¬ 
ment it because it cuts into 
profits and their plans to 
privatize all public water 
sources in the area. 

Water today is a $100 Bil¬ 
lion industry. The giant cor¬ 
porations are set to make 
mountains of profit by taking 

Continued on page 7 


Be sure to see “The Water Front,” a 
new documentary by Liz Miller, about 
a community's struggle against water 
privatization in Highland Park, Ml. 
“People need to see this film to see the 
plight and fightback of people to 
maintain their water. Show this film in 
your area to show people that you can 
build a movement for water. Water is 
today’s oil,” says Marian Kramer, one 
of the leaders of the struggle from the 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organization. 
See the film’s trailor at http:// 
redlizardmedia.com/website/index.html. 

Contact Speakers for a New 
America for speaking availability 
at 800-691-6888. 


The new class 
of dispossessed 
and the fight for 
politial power 

From the People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


We have all seen the signs of the 
staggering growth of poverty in our 
country — the tent cities of the home¬ 
less, people begging in the streets, peo¬ 
ple reduced to working part-time and 
temporary jobs, people working two 
and three jobs, the massive layoffs, the 
cuts in wages and benefits. But this is 
not the poverty of the past. 

Something new is happening. Those 
being thrust into poverty today are not 
people who are simply between jobs. 
The rise of the computer and the robot, 
and the resulting application of labor¬ 
replacing technology to every area of 
the economy, is creating a new class 
whose labor is no longer needed by the 
market economy. This class more and 
more includes highly educated people 
who until now have worked all their 
lives. But they are never going back to 
work. This new class is forced to fight 
for even the most basic necessities of 
life — water, food, heat, shelter — in 
the richest country in the world. 

This new poverty cannot be ad¬ 
dressed by the existing system of mar¬ 
ket economics. The corporations have 
no intention of feeding, clothing, edu¬ 
cating or sheltering labor they don’t 
need. This means that the struggle of 
the new class for life brings it right up 
against the very nature of the existing 
system; this new class of dispossessed 
is forced to fight for a new kind of society 
— one that guarantees that the where¬ 
withal for life is provided to all. 

To create such a society, this new 
class must have political power, the 
power to reorganize society to serve its 
interests. Yet it cannot achieve political 
power unless it understands itself as a 
class with interests separate from and 
opposed to those of the ruling capitalist 
class. The key task of revolutionaries 
today is to develop the class conscious¬ 
ness of those in struggle, to make this 
rapidly growing new class conscious of 
itself and its historical role in reorganiz¬ 
ing society. 

The only solution for the new class of 
dispossessed is to make the corpora¬ 
tions public property, run in the interest 
of society as a whole. The American 
people as a whole must take this pro¬ 
gram as their own; this is the strategy 
that will allow us to win all the various 
battles we are now fighting separately. 
In this process, the workers will gain 
the political power to end poverty once 
and for all. 
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Demolition of housing and evictions 
spurs uprising in Atlanta 



By Anita Beaty and 
Lynne Griever 

Outraged citizens of Atlanta raised 
their voices and their signs to protest 
the Atlanta Housing Authority’s plans 
for massive displacement of 9,600 peo¬ 
ple from 3,000 units of public housing. 

Rene Glover, executive director of 
Atlanta’s Public Housing Authority, is 
recognized as the executioner of the 
plan to remove poor African American 
and other residents from valuable land 
and displace them into whatever hous¬ 
ing they can find. 

The demolition of 12 large rental 
communities and massive evictions began 
early this year as the age-old methods 
employed since before the Olympics re¬ 
duces the size of the resident population 
as quickly and quietly as possible. 

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME 
ATLANTA’S PUBLIC HOUSING 
HAS BEEN UNDER SIEGE 

Residents remember the communi¬ 
ties that were “gentrified” to prepare for 
the 1996 Olympics. Over 30,000 people 
were displaced, followed by demoli¬ 
tions of more than 12,000 units. Some 
5,000 additional units disappeared be¬ 
tween 1997 and 2004. 

Promises of vouchers, responsible re¬ 
location and a new start have been 
made and broken, time and again. This 
time, the people aren’t buying it. 

Between 48,000 and 68,000 people 
in Atlanta will experience homelessness 
over a year’s period, and Atlanta is al¬ 
ready 200,000 affordable housing units 
short of being able to “house” its work¬ 
ing poor residents. The housing “wage” 
in Atlanta for an efficiency apartment is 
$13 an hour. We cannot sacrifice one 


more public housing unit! 

Appeal to Federal Oversight: In a 
meeting on May 4, residents and advo¬ 
cates appealed to regional and local 
HUD officials to employ existing over¬ 
sight regulations and impose at least a 
moratorium on the evictions while 
grievances and eviction appeals can be 
heard. 

The Atlanta Housing Authority, for 
many years on HUD’s “troubled list,” is 
now leading the nation in the gentrifica- 
tion of public housing. The same insti¬ 
tution given the responsibility for 
housing poor people in Atlanta is the 
voluntary agent for their displacement 
and removal. 

Plans that replace publicly subsidized, 
low- and no-income family units with 
housing for higher income tenants is 
called “gentrification.” Communities 
that are replacing public housing now re¬ 
quire a percentage of residents with in¬ 
comes from $33,413 to $59,143 a year. 

Chicago, Minneapolis/St. Paul, Texas, 
California are just a few examples of lo¬ 
cations fighting the same battles. In 
New Orleans, hundreds protested 
planned demolition of the four largest 
public housing complexes and other 
smaller sites. Federal legislation was 
necessary to protect public housing 
projects damaged by Katrina from de¬ 
molition until a replacement plan is in 
place granting tenants who lived in 
public housing before the storm the 
right to return to subsidized homes and 
apartments. 

ATLANTANS ARE TAKING ACTION 
TO STOP THE EVICTIONS 
AND THE DEMOLITIONS 

“Let the people speak!” The crowd of 
200 public housing residents shouted. 


“Where are the children going to live? 
Are they going to live under a bridge?” 
asked Shirley Hightower, president of 
Bowen Homes. 

Addressing the AHA staff and execu¬ 
tive director, Herndon Homes President 
Laura Lawson cried, “How do you 
sleep at night?” 

Matthew Cardinale, editor and pub¬ 
lisher of Atlanta Progressive News, an¬ 
nounced to the AHA Board: 

“You’ve all lost your minds! What 
you’re proposing is the difference be¬ 
tween a safety net and a spider web.” 
Cardinale continued. “Isn’t this sup¬ 
posed to be a Housing First City? Not 
private developers first. This is an 
atrocity, a calamity.” 


THE BATTLE HAS ONLY BEGUN 

Residents and activists have begun to 
organize, and mass protest actions and 
civil disobedience are in the works. The 
fight for Atlanta’s Public Housing has 
ignited a fire in the hearts of the masses 
that will not be easily extinguished. NO 
ONE should be expected to lie down un¬ 
til EVERYBODY has a place to sleep! 

Anita Beaty is the executive director 
and Lynne Griever is the statewide 
coordinator for the Metro Atlanta Task 
Force for the Homeless. Individuals or 
organizations interested in collaborating 
in our efforts please contact us: anita- 
lawbeaty@aol.com or gahomelesstask- 
force@yahoo.com. Additional articles 
are at ww.atlantaprogressivenews.com. 


They’re coming to get your water! 

Continued from page 6 


over the remaining 85% of our public public 
water companies. Detroit is a harbinger of 
the future for all of us, if we don’t get in¬ 
volved in the struggle to make these giant 
corporations public. 

According to the Michigan Citizen , 
debtors may now lose their homes if they do 
not pay the full amount due on their water 
bill within 14 days of receipt of the notice. A 
city truck started to shut-off water to a well- 
known homeless shelter. “We’ve got 65 
homeless people here, trying to keep them 
off the street,” said Martrilla Chatman. But 
after manager Lincoln Clark started making 
calls, and the Michigan Citizen began taking 
photographs, the water department worker 
drove away without shutting off the water. 
Chatman added, “I think it's devastating. If 


people don’t have the money to pay their wa¬ 
ter bill, they still won't have it when it gets 
shut off. The Mayor of this city has no com¬ 
passion for the poor and disenfranchised. He 
ought to be ashamed.” 

Maureen Taylor, president of the Michigan 
Welfare Rights Organization, said families 
with children whose water was shut off are 
terrified to talk to the media because the De¬ 
partment of Human Services may remove 
their children from the home. “The depart¬ 
ment needs to go after corporations and mu¬ 
nicipal lackeys. It needs to set the Water 
Affordability Program in motion over the city 
like an umbrella. [DWSD Director] Victor 
Mercado needs to be run out of town on a 
rail.” Her message for everyone is: u Get 
ready. They're coming to get your water too!” 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

Speakers for a New America brings you 
front-line fighters against the corporations 
in the struggle for water, labor rights, 
against homelessness and more. 

They inspire discussion and 
put forth solutions. 

Call today to find out about our 
wide array of speakers. 

VISIT www.speakersforanewamerica.com 
EMAIL info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

CALL 800-691-6888 
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The human 

The following is a People's Tribune 
interview with Enei Begaye, executive 
director of the Black Mesa Water Coali¬ 
tion, based in Flagstaff, Arizona. 

Enei, tell us about how you came to 
be the Executive Director of the 
Black Mesa Water Coalition? 

I'm Navajo. I grew up on the reserva¬ 
tion, between Black Mesa mines, one of 
the largest strip mining operations and 
a whole slew of abandoned uranium 
mines. The Navajo reservation has a 
deep history of mineral extraction. I 
went to high school on the reservation 
and college at Stanford studying envi¬ 
ronmental sciences and came home 
feeling like we need to do something 
besides just study it! In 2001, a lot of us 
got together and decided we need to do 
something, we were young Navajo and 
Hopi people as well as Xicano and oth¬ 
er concerned people in this area. We 
formed the Black Mesa Water Coali¬ 
tion. 

The protection of our ground water is 
connected to so many things — our trib¬ 
al economy, to energy, our culture, to a 
history of colonization — we really 
needed to get strategic and get orga¬ 
nized. 

Tell us about the struggle for water 
rights on the reservation. 

The ground water Peabody Coal is 
using is the sole source of drinking wa¬ 
ter in the Navajo and Hopi region of 
Black Mesa. The Natural Resources 



right to water and tribal land 



Protest for the protection of water in Black Mesa. 
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Defense Council has been studying and 
measuring it and is a seeing declines in 
the water level. 

When the U.S. government stole our 
lands then put us on reservations, they 
thought they were giving us the bad 
land. Then they realized we had all 
these resources under our land, the fed¬ 
eral government set up tribal govern¬ 
ments as a means to obtain tribal 
resources. Today the Federal Energy 
Act has a whole section dedicated to 
tribal lands. It gives all sorts of incen¬ 
tives to industries particularly for fossil 


Women can 

By Sheilah Garland-Olaniran 

Women have played key roles in the 
development of this country. From this 
country's birth until today, women indeed, 
hold up half the sky. However, inside the 
world's most developed capitalist country, 
women across all spectmms of race, em¬ 
ployed and unemployed, face the same 
symptoms of globalization. 

Women today face higher rates of 
poverty. This is not because we are ‘spe¬ 
cial cases,’ but because of our historical 
marginalization under capitalism, coupled 
with today’s fundamental changes in the 
economy. Symptoms that show that this 
system is unsustainable are the growing 
rates of infant deaths, lack of access to 
medical care and treatment for treatable 
diseases such as diabetes, breast cancer, 
heart diseases, hypertension, as well as 
immunizations for our children which in 
some cities, like Detroit, are worse than in 
the poorest countries. 

With the dismantling of AFDC, or 
"welfare as we know it", women were 
told, "you're on your own." In so doing, 
the Clinton administration opened the 


fuel extraction on tribal lands. This has 
major implications not only for climate 
change, but for water too.The energy 
companies are basically privatizing and 
commodifying our water. These compa¬ 
nies are getting access to our water at a 
hugely subsidized rate. Before, we lived 
off of springs. Now they have the deep 
wells and the communities have to pay. 

It’s an outrage to us that Peabody 
Coal Company has access to all this 
water under our lands, and our own 
communities, our own people have to 
strategize on how to get water. We are 


door for the participation of all working 
class women in their own liberation. 
What does this mean? 

In the past, welfare was offered to all 
women, but the system could discrimi¬ 
nate, giving more assistance to some and 
less to others. Under Clinton, that 
changed. All women, whether we are 
Black, white, citizen, non-citizen, gay, 
married, single who require help from the 
government are subject to the same rules. 
For a mother, if you have a baby, medical 
care from the Federal government ends 
after 6 weeks, and five years total for a 
lifetime. If you are single and have no 
children, you get nothing. 

Why did government eliminate wel¬ 
fare? If we consider that capitalism re¬ 
quires workers to sell their labor power 
and then buy the goods that are produced, 
then we can see why, as automation elim¬ 
inated jobs, so went the safety net, and 
why women and children are now the 
largest segment of our population living 
in poverty. But this is also why women 
have even greater cause to fight for their 
liberation. 

With the changes in technology, capi¬ 


trying to take some pro-active steps to 
diversify the economy on the reserva¬ 
tion. We’re working on a “Just Transi¬ 
tion Campaign” to try to transition our 
tribal government and economy off of 
fossil fuel and on to renewable energy 
to electrify local communities, as well 
as sell excess electricity to California or 
other big cities to bring income back to 
communities. 

What is the biggest task you have be¬ 
fore you now? 

I believe in tribal sovereignty. Our 
tribes are sovereign nations; our people 
have the right to decide what's best for 
us. Yet, right now, more and more, our 
elected leaders are becoming the mouth¬ 
piece for big industries. It’s not a good 
feeling. These industries are right along¬ 
side our leaders, waving dollar bills. To 
change that idea of what it is to be suc¬ 
cessful, this is the work ahead of us. 

Grandmas and grandpas have come 
out to protest, and we're getting the 
young people involved. On the reserva¬ 
tions a great percentage of the popula¬ 
tion is under 25. So we're trying to get 
young people involved. The western 
education system says, “to have lots of 
money and lots of cars is success.” That 
is what we are fighting against. 

We need to remember that to be suc¬ 
cessful is to have water. This is our fu¬ 
ture. We have a responsibility to insure 
decisions made today will safe guard 
our people’s future. 


talism has permanently replaced human 
labor on an ever-growing scale. Working 
class women, already marginalized 
through wage disparities, violence, laws 
and other social constraints, were at the 
very bottom of the wage scale, often with 
barriers of race and marital status. The re¬ 
moval of that safety net meant that the 
fate of women is now tied to all workers. 
No worker has access to that safety net 
and poverty rates are rising steadily as 
jobs are eliminated. We are all approach¬ 
ing nearly complete equality of poverty. 
There is no other way for people to sur¬ 
vive without the abundance of necessities 
being produced by the new technology to 
be distributed to all by need. 

So, women who have often led signifi¬ 
cant movements are now called upon to 
fulfill our historical destiny, which is to 
complete the fight for all humanity to live 
in dignity. As women, we were the initial 
civilizers of human society and this places 
us uniquely as the shapers of a new soci¬ 
ety where people can truly become hu¬ 
man. Women, men and children of the 
U.S. Unite! Our time has come! It is time 
to deliver a new society. 


deliver a new society 
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Black Fire, the celebrated first 
volume of Nelson Peery’s auto¬ 
biography, told the story of his 
political awakening as a soldier 
in the all-Black 93rd Infantry Di¬ 
vision in World War II. The se¬ 
quel picks up where Black Fire 


ends and describes the develop¬ 
ment of his revolutionary con¬ 
sciousness as he attempts to 
move from first-class soldier to 
first-class civilian. “The central 
reason I wrote the book,” said 
Peery, “was to show the African 


American veterans as the driving 
organizing force in the Freedom 
Movement, the role of the revo¬ 
lutionary Left and in a very cen¬ 
tral way the development of my 
large and closely knit family.” 


Nelson Peery soapboxing in 
Harlem in the 1950s. 


“White America, caught up in the gid¬ 
dy economic expansion, had little time 
for anything save their immediate 
problems. Official America decided 
“they” were asking for too much and 
discretely turned a deaf ear to the cry 
for justice, a blind eye to the torture 
and murders, turned its back to the 
stench of burning flesh. I couldn’t. To 
not know and do nothing was one thing 
— to know and do nothing was some¬ 
thing else. I couldn’t ignore the brutali¬ 
ty and violence just because it hadn’t 
hit me personally. I knew I could not 
desert my fellow Black veterans 
any more than I could desert my 
platoon in combat. And they were 
in the most mortal of struggles.” 


EXCERPTS FROM BLACK RADICAL: 

“As I was coming home from the war, 
one-hundred Black veterans, waving 
their discharge papers marched through 
Birmingham, Alabama, demanding the 
right to vote. By the end of the month, 
the police had murdered five of them. 
The scene haunted me. It was as if a 
company of soldiers, surrounded by 
the enemy, was bravely fighting, confi¬ 
dent that their comrades would come 
to their rescue. I could not drink a beer 
without thinking of them. I didn’t 
know what to do. It was my fight too, 
and I knew I could not avoid it.” 

“In 1946, the sharp rise in Black job¬ 
lessness, lynchings, police brutality, 
and mob violence showed that 
post-war reaction was again on 
the offensive. Although the 
goal was to drive the African 
Americans back, the vision of 
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms, the 
possibility of peace and 
progress, and the future of or¬ 


ganized labor were in 
the line of fire. ” 

“As with most of the million Black 
veterans, I began to realize that the war 
we just completed was a prelude to the 
one we now had to fight. Not a week 
went by without a lynching or some 
other form of mob violence in Ameri¬ 
ca. Between June of 1945 and Septem¬ 
ber of 1946, fifty-six African 
American veterans were lynched. The 
actual death toll was far greater. The 
Klan, as part of and in league with the 
police, had developed a terrible new 
weapon. Outspoken Blacks simply dis¬ 
appeared.” 


Black Radical will be out in August 
2007. To order the book, send $25, 
plus $4 postage, to Speakers for a 
New America, c/o People’s Tribune, 
PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 


An important new book by. Nelson Peery. 

Black Radical: The Education of 
an American Revolutionary 


Moving Onward: 

From Racial Division to Class Unity 

By Brooke Heagerty, Ph.D., and Nelson Peery 

FOR THE PAST 500 YEARS IN THE U.S., LEGIONS OF 
PEOPLES OF ALL COLORS SACRIFICED THEMSELVES 
TO THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY. IT COULD NOT BE 
WON. WHY? 

The authors of this inspired work put forth that the reason 
whites and Blacks have been unable to unite is because un¬ 
equals cannot unite. The ideology of racism evolved along with 
the development of capitalism and serves the interests of capi¬ 
tal. The social privileges granted to the white poor over the Black poor have kept them 
divided. But today, the electronic revolution is permanently eliminating jobs and creat¬ 
ing a new class of people whose economic destitution is cutting across the color line. 
The authors discuss why this previously unknown equality of poverty is creating an 
objective basis for class unity, and why this new and growing class, united around the 
distribution of the necessities of life by need, is the only force that truly expresses the 
aspirations of the world’s majority for a world free from want, made possible by the 
new, abundance producing technologies. 

Send $7 to Speakers for a New America, c/o People’s Tribune, 

RO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 



People’s Tribune Radio is the 
monthly half hour news magazine 
that brings the voices of the people 
to the airwaves. Tune in to hear 
some of the most provocative 
stories, speakers, interviews, 
commentaries and ideas available 
on Radio and the Internet 
(via Real Audio). 



On the web 
@ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691 -6888 
for sample copies 
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Reclaim the earth 


From the People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


Forest fires are raging on the East 
coast, raging in Minnesota, raging on 
the West coast. Floods are devastating 
the Mississippi and Missouri river 
basins. Some 230 tornadoes have 
wreaked destruction across the country 
so far this year. One, a mile wide with 
winds over 200 miles per hour, wiped 
out an entire town. The state of Texas 
alone is paying out $43 million for tor¬ 
nado damage and $913 million for hur¬ 
ricane damage per year. You might 
wonder, “What in the world is going 
on?” To put it simply, we have hurt 
Mother Nature and she is fighting back. 

The environmental crisis did not just 
happen. It is interconnected with the 
growth of industry and society in the 
post-WWII period. Armed with the bil¬ 
lions of dollars from war profiteering, 
the ruling class tightened their control 
of the government and set out to make 
America into a country totally depen¬ 
dent on the corporations. The first step 
was the expansion of the roads into a 
super highway system. This made pos¬ 
sible the building of suburbia, which 
along with the destruction of the public 
transportation systems, made the auto 
industry the heart of the country’s econ¬ 


omy. As giant trucks replaced the rail¬ 
roads, the emergence of supermarkets 
destroyed the corner stores and made 
the automobile a necessity for the poor 
as well as the rich. 


By the mid-1950s, the internal com¬ 
bustion engine and uncontrolled indus¬ 
trial pollution began to have a visible 
effect on the environment. Since the 
end of WWII, scientists have warned of 
the dangers in the destruction of the en¬ 
vironment. It wasn’t that nobody lis¬ 
tened. They believed they couldn’t do 


anything about it. Processes tend to cre¬ 
ate an independent life of their own. As 
the transnational corporation and glob¬ 
alization consolidated, environmental 
destruction became an integral part of 
the capitalist mode of 
production. 

Even as the leaders 
of government and in¬ 
dustry began to under¬ 
stand the 

consequences of their 
actions, they were not 
able the reverse the 
process they had set in 
motion. World leaders 
met in Kyoto, Japan 
and drafted an interna¬ 
tional agreement to at¬ 
tempt to slow down 
the destruction of the 
environment. The Pres¬ 
ident of the U.S. re¬ 
fused to sign it and the 
political stooges of the 
American corporations in Congress 
laughed it off. They said we can’t afford 
to put the environment ahead of profits. 
That is true — they can’t. If they do, the 
whole capitalist house of cards will 
come apart. The globalization of the 
economy along with the maturing of the 
market economy has made it nearly im¬ 


possible to force the giant international 
corporations to protect the environment. 
The rules of the market economy are 
that if you take measures to protect the 
environment at the expense of profit, 
you will be taken over by corporations 
who have no such concerns. So the cor¬ 
porate profits shot up until today they 
are the highest ever recorded by the Bu¬ 
reau of Economic Analysis. This explo¬ 
sion of profit was paced by the 
destruction of the ecology, by an in¬ 
crease in tornadoes, wildfires and 
floods. 

The conclusion is inescapable. Innu¬ 
merable species have developed and as 
conditions changed, disappeared from 
the face of the earth. There is no guar¬ 
antee that we as a species will remain if 
intolerable conditions develop. This is 
not an ideological question. It is a ques¬ 
tion of survival. We cannot allow the 
earth to remain a plaything for profit in 
the hands of private individuals. The 
environment has become a strategic 
front of struggle against corporate pow¬ 
er and the private ownership of things 
indispensable to society. This time it is 
the earth itself. There is no way to 
quantify our demands. We have to re¬ 
claim the earth and build a humane eco¬ 
nomic system worthy of the people who 
inhabit it. 



Lilian Hill (Hopi) and Roberto Nutlouis (Navajo) at an 
area of a mine site in Black Mesa. 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


A new antibiotic 
in cattle feed: 

Good for profits, 
bad for people 

How big pharma and 
the meat industry are 
undermining our health 

By Dr. Isaac Wolfe 

It will make more money for the food 
industry, at least for a few years. But it’s 
going to undermine the health of the 
world’s people in as profound a way as 
global warming: The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) is about to 
let corporate meat producers put the 
antibiotic cefquinome in cattle feed. 
This drug is used in life-threatening 
infections in cancer patients and for 
severe infections that cannot be cured 
using standard antibiotics. It is one of 
the last drugs that can be used to treat 


serious infections produced by bacteria 
that have become resistant to other 
antibiotics. 

Cefquinome will be used for the 
treatment and prevention of Bovine 
Respiratory Disease (BRD). FDA ap¬ 
proval is imminent even though an 
FDA advisory panel, the World Health 
Organization, the American Medical 
Association and many other health 
groups oppose the use of this drug in 
cattle. 

Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are a real 
danger. The Centers for Disease Control 
estimate that each year nearly 2 million 
patients contract an infection during a 
hospital stay, that more than 70% of the 
bacteria that caused these infections 
were resistant to at least one type of an¬ 
tibiotic, and that 90,000 deaths were 
caused by these infections. 

It is proven that the use of antibiotics 
in animal feed produces antibiotic-re¬ 
sistant bacteria. For example, the use of 
the antibiotic fluoroquinolone in chick¬ 
en feed led to the development of fluo¬ 
roquinolone-resistant Campylobacter 
bacteria, which are now responsible for 


a hard to treat diarrhea in humans. Over 
50% of the antibiotics used in the U.S. 
are given to animals by corporate food 
producers. 

So why is the FDA moving to permit 
the use of cefquinome in cattle? The an¬ 
swer lies in an FDA regulation (“Guid¬ 
ance for Industry #152”), which makes 
it almost impossible for the FDA to pre¬ 
vent the use of new antibiotics in ani¬ 
mals, even if it wants to. Written by and 
for the pharmaceutical industry, Guid¬ 
ance #152 shows the extent that the 
pharmaceutical industry has subverted 
the FDA — which is supposed to pro¬ 
tect us from such dangers.. 

BRD results from the stress the meat 
industry places on the cattle during 
shipping and in feedlots. The meat in¬ 
dustry has systematically cut down on 
the space provided cattle in transport 
and on the feedlots, in order to cut costs 
and maximize profits. The resulting 
close quarters facilitate the spread of 
airborne diseases such as BRD and in¬ 
crease stress, which reduces resistance 
to these diseases. 

BRD is one of the most common and 


costly diseases among feedlot cattle. 
According to a 2000 Oklahoma State 
University report, heifers that were kept 
healthy and never had to be treated for 
BRD produced a net return that was 
$11.48 per head more than heifers treat¬ 
ed once for BRD, and $37.34 per head 
more than those treated two or more 
times. When you are processing mil¬ 
lions of head of cattle, BRD has a sig¬ 
nificant impact on profits. 

So why not change transport and 
feedlot conditions and treat the cattle in 
a humane manner? This is impossible in 
a production-for-profit system. Pressed 
to maximize profit, not feed humanity 
safely, the only solution available to the 
cattle industry is to try to prevent BRD 
outbreaks by adding antibiotics to the 
cattle feed, no matter what effect that 
will have on human health. 

It does not have to be this way. 
Imagine a society where food is pro¬ 
duced for consumption, not for profit 
and where humanity replaces exploita¬ 
tion. There is no other way to protect 
the health of humankind and of the ani¬ 
mals with which we share this planet. 
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Chrysler plays Let’s Make a Deal with the Devil 



AUTO BARONS GIVE NEW MEANING TO “TEAMWORK.” From Left: GM CEO 
Robert Wagoner, Toyota North America CEO Jim Press, Ford CEO Alan Mulally, 
Chrysler CEO Tom LaSorda, testifying before Congress to beat back carbon diox¬ 
ide emission standards to maximize profits. Autoworkers resent being told they 
must choose between Jobs and Clean Air. photo/ap/susan walsh 


By Claire McClinton 

Cerberus - (Cer* ber* us): n. Greek and 
Roman mythology; A three-headed dog 
guarding the entrance to Hell. 

In today’s global economy, speculative 
companies like Cerberus, the firm that 
bought Chrysler, are involved in some of 
the biggest leveraged buy outs in history. 
They snap up companies in financial stress, 
purchasing them at “bargain basement” 
prices, slicing them up, selling the parts off 
at a profit in what some call “slice and dice.” 
They also "buy fast and sell fast." Bets are 
being taken on how long they'll hold on to 
Chrysler. Indeed, workers are now dealing 
with a capitalist of a new type. For the first 
time in history, a major automaker is not 
owned by an auto company. The “new” 
Chrysler will be renamed “Chrysler Hold¬ 
ings LLC” — it won’t even have “auto” or 
“car” in it’s name. Cerberus has already pur¬ 
chased bankrupt Tower Automotive Inc., 
owns controlling interest in GMAC (GM 
finance company), and is in talks to pur¬ 
chase Delphi. 


As financial instability in the auto indus¬ 
try grows, the invasion of private equity 
funds to “save” these corporations is in¬ 
creasing at alarming speed. As technology 
and outsourcing create more poverty, job, 
healthcare and pension insecurity, new 
forms of struggle are required. How do we 
negotiate with a private equity fund? How 
do you strike a fund? Are these investors 
held to government standards for pension 
protection, etc? UAW leaders said the pri¬ 
vate equity fund’s ownership of the compa¬ 
ny will not alter its bargaining approach. 
This speaks volumes as to why workers are 
more and more designing and implementing 
independent actions and strategies to try to 
secure the social and economic justice for 
themselves and their families. 

We the people, the dying middle class, the 
working poor,unemployed, homeless and 
others have absolutely nothing in common 
with the Cerberus' of the world. New condi¬ 
tions call for new strategies. We face either 
the consolidation of the power of these cor¬ 
porations over society or the power of soci¬ 
ety over these exploiters and speculators. 


Protect our pensions 

Editors Note: With Delphi still the “canary in the mine” as to 
the future of the autoworker, a flyer was distributed at the recent 
UAW Bargaining Convention in Detroit, Michigan, urging all 
UAW members to defend Delphi Pensions and Health Care. Writ¬ 
ten by UAW member and labor activist Gregg Shotwell of UAW 
Local 1753, for soldiersofsolidarity.com, the excerpts below show 
how critical the pension of Delphi workers is to upcoming con¬ 
tract talks. See http:llwww.peoplestribune.org for the complete 
text of the flyer. 

Norm Goddard transferred back to GM from Delphi in March 
2000. In May 2006 he applied for retirement from GM. After 30 
years of service he wanted out. He was looking forward to the 
$35,000. When he went to the Benefits Office to sign his retire¬ 
ment papers the document stated that he hired into Delphi in 
1976. “That’s a lie,” Norm said. “Delphi wasn’t even around in 
1976.1 hired in at GM.” The Benefits Rep informed him that if 
he signed the document he agreed to everything it said. Norm re¬ 
fused. “I worked less than nine months for Delphi.” He has 24 
years of pension credits with Delphi, a bankrupt company that 
never operated independent of GM. 

When Delphi was spun off from GM in 1999 John Goshka had 
34 years seniority. He chose to keep working. “I had children in 
college,” he said. When John retired in 2004 he had 39 years of 
credited service with Delphi. At age 60 John doesn’t know what 
will happen to his pension or his health care. His 34 years of GM 
time were dumped into Delphi. 

When Delphi offered two choices, retire or transfer away from 
home and likely give up his trade as a toolmaker, Mike Wittek 
decided to call it quits. He signed up for the Special Attrition Pro¬ 
gram [SAP] and went out with only 21 years of credited service. 
Though he hired in at GM, he left with a Delphi pension and a 
bad taste in his mouth.... 

GM had transferred all [the] pension credits to Delphi at the 
time of the spin off in 1999. 

Now Delphi was bankrupt. GM’s contractual agreement to 
guarantee the Delphi pension expires at the end of this contract in 
October 2007. What happens if Delphi decides to stop pension 
payments in 2008, after the guarantee expires? 


Fresno local officials refuse to investigate a crime 


By Betty Harmon 

The Fresno, California, Police De¬ 
partment blatantly refused to honor due 
process and investigate my complaint 
of financial and suspicious activity sur¬ 
rounding my mother’s death. I present¬ 
ed my case to the Fresno Police 
Department, Fresno Sheriff Office, In¬ 
ternal Affairs, Fresno DA’s office and 
finally the Fresno Coroners office. No 
assistance was given. It wasn’t until I 
went to the State of California that any¬ 
one listened. 

My mother, Lilly M. Harmon, died at 
Fresno’s Beverly Manor Facility (Nurs¬ 
ing Home) on December 6, 2004. She 


survived with poison by arsenic in that 
hospital from November 21, 2004 
through December 
3, 2004. When 

Fresno local offi¬ 
cials failed/refused 
to respond, I asked 
the California State 
Justice Departmen¬ 
t’s Bureau of Med¬ 
ical Fraud Elder 
Abuse unit to re¬ 
open the case and 
exhume my moth¬ 
er’s body. They stated that my mother 
could not have been poisoned. 

I am now seeking a thorough investi¬ 


gation into the murder of my mother. I 
want an answer as to why, if a crime 
was committed, and proof 
provided, I had to exhume 
my mother’s body to receive 
the necessary autopsy to 
prove she had been mur¬ 
dered? I have had to mort¬ 
gage my home, spend all 
savings and borrow from 
friends to have my mother’s 
body disinterred and sent to 
Lincoln Nebraska for an au¬ 
topsy where the prominent Dr. 
Matthias Okoye, MD, JD, concluded 
that my mother’s death was consistent 
to homicide and that she was poisoned 


by arsenic (acute and chronic) shortly 
before her death. The DA’s office has 
not acknowledged any inappropriate 
conduct and has not even offered an 
apology or statement stating that they 
made a mistake. 

I will be filing a complaint requesting 
an investigation with the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Justice into the inappropriate be¬ 
havior of Fresno authorities and a request 
that the California Office of the Attorney 
General take charge over the homicide 
case of Lilly M.Harmon. 

For information contact: Rev. Floyd Harris, 
President National Network In Action at 
559-803-0286, or email: xyfloyd@aol.com 
or Betty Harmon, at 612-961-7651 or email 
WICHAKPAll@aol.com 



Rev. Floyd Harris and 
Betty Harmon. 
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COFFIN 

By Rev. Edward Pinkney 

It was a dark day on May 21, 2007. 
Governor Granholm came to the city of 
Benton Harbor, Michigan to give 
Whirlpool her blessing to take-over the 
city of Benton Harbor. 

As reported in the Herald Palladium, 
David Whitwan, the former CEO of 
Whirlpool said, “Today, we are pleased 
to announce the real beginning of a pro¬ 
ject called Harbor Shores.”At the 
evening celebration, Granholm said, “It 
is more than bricks and mortar and a 
Jack Nicklaus golf course.” 

For the record, the one-half Billion 
Dollar Harbor Shores development is 
part of a massive plan to turn Southwest 
Michigan, including Benton Harbor, 
into one of the “hottest vacation desti¬ 
nations in the country.” This translates 
into billions in profit for a handful of al¬ 
ready rich people. Harbor Shores will 
include an 18-hole Nicklaus Signature 
Golf Course; about 860 units of [ele¬ 
gant exquisite] housing; a 350-room ho¬ 
tel, conference center [for the rich] and 
60,000-square-foot indoor water park 
[for members only]; a second hotel; 
27,000 square feet of commercial 
space; and two marinas. [And don’t for¬ 
get the new posh condominiums that 
will replace the boarded up homes the 
City has stolen.] 

Jack Nicklaus described his plans for 
the centerpiece of Harbor Shores as a 
“top-flight public golf course.” Nick¬ 
laus meant to say a top-flight “private 
elegant golf course for the rich only.” 
Harbor Shores was appealing to devel¬ 
opers because the 530 acres of beautiful 
land was available for almost no mon¬ 
ey. It was a steal. Second, the design in¬ 


cludes three holes in Benton Harbor’s 
Jean Klock Park beach. Without these 
holes, the course and overall develop¬ 
ment would fall short of being marketed 
as a world class destination. 

The development in Benton Harbor, 
a city controlled by Whirlpool, will 
convert our Jean Klock Park beach — 
the only place in the city that provides 
public access to Lake Michigan— into 
a golf course for the very rich. The 
park provides the only place where the 
African-American residents of Benton 
Harbor can freely enjoy the environ¬ 
ment, open space dunes and beautiful 
beach within city limits. The filling in 
of wetlands and the pesticide usage 
will have a devastating impact on the 
environment, on city residents, water¬ 
ways, and wildlife. 

Whirlpool, Governor Granholm, the 
Benton Harbor City Commissioners, 
Mark Mitchell, of the Alliance for 
World Class Community, and others 
supporting this take over of a city can¬ 
not hide from the truth forever. Harbor 
Shores will drive the residents of Ben¬ 
ton Harbor completely out. There will 
be no training and few jobs, directly or 
indirectly, nor renovation of homes for 
the citizens. There will be a direct take¬ 
over of Benton Harbor, a city that is 
96% African American. 

My question to the Governor is: 
What if the state of Michigan spent a 
fraction of the tax payer dollars the gov¬ 
ernor is pouring into Harbor Shores on 
employment and education for the resi¬ 
dents of Benton Harbor? What about 
this simple solution: Harbor Shores de¬ 
velopment is for the rich. Corporate 
greed is put ahead of the peoples’ need. 
Let us fight this take over. 


Watch the Save Jean Klock Park video at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6B6hlla_SC0 

The video shows how a “promise for future generations is being 

broken by a Governor favoring corporations instead of the public.” 


Rev. Pinkney and supporters celebrate the victory outside the courthouse. 
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VICTORY FOR REV PINKNEY! 

The Benton Harbor community achieved a tremendous victory on 
May 14, 2007. Rev. Edward Pinkney will not go to prison on the 
phony vote fraud charges. This victory occurred because the people 
courageously stood up to Whirlpool. “The victory shows the impor¬ 
tance of people being involved,” said Belinda Brown. “People are 
tired of being pushed down and kicked out. People are ready to 
take a stand for what’s right.” They are setting an example for 
all Americans. 


— The Editors 


“Where are our church leaders?” 

Where are they when the beach where they once baptized is taken 
over? Churches demand lots of money from the people. Their pas¬ 
tors ask for big money during appreciation time to go off to big con¬ 
ventions and to buy expensive clothes. What do the people get in 
return when left without jobs, recreation, and a school system that’s 
falling apart? People are getting sick of it. If the church isn’t part of 
the solution then they are part of the problem. 

— Emma Kinnard 
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Condolences 
to the Holt Family 

“A young man died shielding a 
young lady from bullets on a city 
bus in Chicago. It touched me. It 
was remarkable to see someone put 
someone else’s life before their own. 
I am sorry that he lost his life. But 
only a child of God would protect a 
friend. We need more people with 
love. We don’t have that anymore in 
this world — where everybody looks 
out for everybody, red, black, white 
or Jew or gentile.” 

— Marquette Coates 





















